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contribution to the historical studies of Ancient India was
however, his History of Civilisation in Ancient India,
which he wrote during 1889-90. Though, as he himself
pointed, this book did not profess "to make any new dis-
coveries, or to extend in any way the limits of oriental
scholarship and research," it did place before the inquisi-
tive student of Indian culture in a handy form much that
was until then known only to scholars and orientalists about
the culture and civilisation of ancient India.
In composing these works in English, Romesh Dutt had
a larger audience in mind than that of his countrymen. The
Western scholars had indeed evinced great interest in Indian
antiquity, and Orientalists like Prof. Max Muller had done
considerable work in unfolding even before the modern
generations of Indians the glories of their past heritage.
This knowledge of India was, however, confined to a hand-
ful of scholars and men of learning. To the great masses
of the people of the world, particularly those of the West,
India was a land of quixotic people, quaint customs, deep
ignorance and all round backwardness. That India
had developed a civilisation when most other parts of the
world were still backward, that she had produced works in
various branches of human knowledge of lasting value, that
she had a history not less proud than that of any of the more
developed countries, and that she had entered into a tem-
porary period of decline but already showed signs of renais-
sance, were facts not known, to the Western workL
In the absence of a true knowledge of India, her relations
with the West, specially those with England, were vitiated.
It was, therefore, Romesh Dutt's ambition to dispel this
ignorance, present a true picture of India, and win for her
a rightul place in the world. To the extent that it is pos-
sible for any single individual solely through literary efforts

